BACKGROUND
JUSTICE and HOME AFFAIRS COUNCIL
Brussels, 24 and 25 July 2008

The Justice and Home Affairs (JHA) Council will meet for a two-day meeting on Thursday and
Friday, 24 and 25 July 2008, in Brussels.

On Thursday 24 July at 10.00, EU ministers for immigration will begin proceedings by examining
the European Pact on Immigration and Asylum, a proposal for a Directive on the conditions of
entry and residence of third-country nationals for the purposes of highly qualified employment, and
a proposal for a Directive providing for sanctions against employers of illegally staying
third-country nationals. They should also reach agreement on draft conclusions on the reception of
Iraqi refugees in the Member States of the European Union.

On Thursday afternoon, the Presidency is to report to EU ministers for home affairs on its
intentions regarding the transfer and processing of air passenger data (PNR) within the EU.
Ministers will also take note of a report by the Future Group on police and immigration, and will
examine a plan to combat cyber crime within the EU.

On Friday, EU ministers for justice will attempt to reach agreement on a draft Decision on the
strengthening of Eurojust, and on a proposal for a Decision on the European Judicial Network in
criminal matters. They will also exchange views on a proposal for a Decision on the establishment
of a European criminal records information system, and will consider the possibility of enhanced
cooperation on a proposal on the rules concerning applicable law in matrimonial matters

(Rome II). Finally, ministers will take note of a report by the Future Group on justice.

Press conferences at the end of each session of the Council (Thursday at +/- 13.00 and +/- 18.00
and Friday at +/- 13.00).
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"HOME AFFAIRS'" ITEMS (Thursday 24 July)

European Pact on Immigration and Asylum
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Conditions of entry and residency of third-country nationals for the purposes of highly
qualified employment
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— a higher education qualification involving at least three years' study or, as an
exception, where provided for by national law, at least five years' equivalent
professional experience;

— a pay level of at least 1,5 times the average gross monthly wage or, as an exception,
reduction of the minimum to two thirds of that level for those who obtained the required
qualification within the last five years?
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Sanctions against employers of illegally staying third-country nationals
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"l Do you consider that minimum rules on criminal sanctions against employers are justified

in order effectively to combat the employment of illegally staying third-country nationals?

2. For the purpose of implementing the provisions of the Directive effectively, are you in
favour of inspection actions that include quantified common inspection targets in the sectors
of activity identified by each Member State as most open to abuse?"
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Reception of Iraqi refugees
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ITEMS ON JUSTICE (Friday 25 July 2008)
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European Judicial Network in criminal matters
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European Criminal Records Information System (ECRIS)
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Jurisdiction and law applicable in matrimonial matters (Rome III)
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